[Ranibizumab in the ARMD wet form of age-related macular degeneration treatment - two years results obtained from the AMADEuS Registry].
The aim of this study was the retrospective follow up of Age-Related Macular Degeneration (ARMD) wet form patients treated with ranibizumab during 24 months period. The data were recorded into the AMADEuS (Age-related MAcular DEgeneration in patientS in the Czech Republic) Registry and after their evaluation compared with treatment results obtained from other departments of ophthalmology collaborating in the AMADEuS project or results of some foreign studies as well. The group consisted of patients registered since October 1, 2008 until June 11, 2012, followed up for 24 months period. There were 90 eyes of 89 patients. All patients were completely examined in the Macular ambulance of the Department of Ophthalmology in the Faculty Hospital Brno-Bohunice, Czech Republic, E.U., and consequently the ranibizumab (Lucentis, Novartis) was applied intravitreally in three initials doses one month apart. Thereafter, ranibizumab was applied "on demand". In 43.3 % of eyes the mostly classical, in 27.8 % of eyes occult, and in 28.9 % of eyes the minimally classical choroid neovascular membrane was present. The initial visual acuity was in 3.3 % of eyes in the range 15 - 30 letters of ETDRS optotypes (20/500 - 20/200), in 61.1 % of eyes in the range 31 - 60 letters (20/200 - 20/63), and the visual acuity better than 61 letters of ETDRS optotypes (better than 20/63) was in 35.6 % of eyes. The average initial best-corrected visual acuity (BCVA) in our group of patients was 54.2 letters of EDTRS (SD ± 14.4). At the visit at three months after the start of the treatment the BCVA was 59.6 letters of EDTRS (SD ± 15.0), at the visit after 6 months 57.3 letters of EDTRS (SD ± 14.7), after one year of the study 54.8 letters of EDTRS (SD ± 16), after 18 months of the study 53.4 letters of EDTRS (SD ± 16,8), and after 24 months of the study was the BCVA 51.7 letters of EDTRS (SD ± 16.9). The average CRT (central retinal thickness) value by means of the OCT (optic coherence tomography) examination was at the beginning of the treatment 311.4 μm (SD ± 117.9), after 3 months of treatment 233.5 μm, (SD ± 85.4), after 6 months of treatment 262.2 μm, (SD ± 102,4), after 12 months 261 μm (SD ± 88,4), after 18 months 254.9 μm (SD ± 70.0), and after 24 months 249 μm (SD ± 87.5). The average number of ranibizumab doses during the follow-up period was 5.6. After the 24 months follow-up period, the gain of 15 or more letters of EDTRS was recorded in 11.1 % of patients, the gain of 1 - 14 letters of EDTRS optotypes was recorded in 32.2 % of patients, the decrease of 14 or less letters of EDTRS optotypes was found in 21.2 % of patients, and the decrease of 15 or more letters was found in our group in 22.2 % of patients. The ARMD wet form treatment using ranibizumab is up to date the most effective available therapy. The AMADEuS registry is of great importance in the reviewing of the effectiveness of the ARMD wet form treatment.